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Re: 	 Freedom of Information Act Complaint 
Against State Public Integrity Commission 

Dear Mr. Barrish: 

Our Office received your Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA ")complaint on July 8,2006 

alleging that the State Public Integrity Commission ("the Commission") violated FOIA by denying 

you access to lobbying expense reports and financial disclosure reports of public officials in 

electronic form. 1 

I FOIA prohibits our Office from investigating "an alleged violation [of FOIA] by 
an administrative officer, agency, department, board, commission or instrumentality of state 
government which the Attorney General is obliged to represent pursuant to Section 2504 of [Title 
29 of the Delaware Code]. " 29 Del. C. §10005(f). The Attorney General's duty to provide legal 
advice, counsel and services to State agencies and officials "shall not apply to the State Public 
Integrity Commission. " Id. 5 25 15(b). 
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By letter dated July 12, 2006, we asked the Commission to respond to your complaint by 

July 24, 2006. We received the Commission's response on July 24, 2006. We made several 

requests to the Commission for additional information which we received over the course of July 

27- August 7, 2006. 

Pertinent Facts 

The Commission is required by statute to receive and maintain lobbyist expense reports 

and financial disclosure reports of public officials. Until 2002, all reports were filed in hard copy 

and maintained by the Commission in its offices for inspection and copying pursuant to FOIA. 

In 2002, the State contracted with a private company, Delaware Digital Management 

Group ("DDMG"), to create a database system for electronic filing of reports. The database 

contains the same information as in the hard copy reports with some additional fields (e-mail 

address, user ID number, and password) for secure electronic filing. 

According to the Commission, lobbyists have the option since 2002 to file their expense 

reports electronically though a few continue to file in hard copy. For lobbyists who file in hard 

copy, the Commission's staff makes "the data entry for those few forms" into the electronic 

database. The database is programmed to post the lobbying expense reports on the Commission's 

website. The reports on the website are arranged by year (back to 2002), quarter, and name (in 

alphabetical order). By accessing the website, a citizen can use a personal computer to download 

and print out reports in hard copy. 

According to the Commission, starting this year public officials have the option to file 

financial disclosure reports electronically with a user ID and password; 144 (out of 317) public 


















